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LANDSIDE ACCESS TO U.S. PORTS

Some states have taken an active role in responding to port landside
access needs. About 40 percent of the ports in the American Associa-
tion of Port Authorities (AAPA) survey indicate that their state trans-
portation agencies usually or always coordinate activities such as
road construction with them, but 20 percent of the respondents say
their states rarely or never do so (Table 7-1). Some state DOTs have
unified transportation trust funds that collect all user fees into a single
pool; these funds give them considerable flexibility in funding specific
transportation projects, especially in states in which funding deci-
sions are reached administratively rather than legislatively. Florida
also has begun to establish a separate fund to address access
problems.

The Virginia Port Authority has jurisdiction over all five terminals
in the Hampton Roads area, and in 1986 the Virginia General Assem-

TABLE 7-1    Institutional Issues Identified in AAPA Survey

All Ports

(n = 54)

Container Ports
(n = 25)

All Other

(n = 29)

Issue

No.     Percent     No.       Percent     No.     Percent

State DOT
coordinates with
port

Usually or

always               22      41            10        40            12      41

Sometimes             13      24             9        36             4      14

Rarely or never      10      20             6        24             4       17

MPOs or regional
agencies serve
coordinating
function for ports

Yes                        26      48           16        64            10      34

No                        17      31             5        25            12      41

Yes, but not

effective               6       11             2          8              4       14

Port staff person
coordinates port
access needs with
state and local
agency                      31      57           16        64            15      52